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Migration connects the world in a variety of intricate ways. As people move, so too
do their languages and foods, beliefs and memories. At the heart of these dynamics
of global interconnectedness is the term diaspora, meaning quite literally “to
scatter.” The natural connection between diasporas and forced migration is being
made with greater frequency, and a close examination of the roots of many
diasporas reveals the glaring acts of violence, persecution, economic and
environmental disaster that cause displacement.

This teaching tool aims to introduce the concept of a diaspora to students in a way
that is accessible yet hints at the multifaceted and at times complicated meanings
of the word. It encourages students to make the connection between the creation of
diasporas and many forms of forced migration. They are then able to apply this
understanding and knowledge of diasporas to the displacement and persecution of
the Sahrawi people residing in Western Sahara, Algeria, and Spain.

The focus of this lesson is largely introductory. Thus, it does not provide students
with a fully holistic or nuanced understanding of diasporas and glosses over many of
the more intricate themes. If you are an educator looking to explore this topic/these
ideas further, take a look at these sources:
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● Celia Haig-Brown, “Decolonizing Diaspora: Whose Traditional Land Are We
On?,” Cultural and Pedagogical Inquiry (2009)

● James Clifford, “Varieties of Indigenous Experience: Diasporas, Homelands,
Sovereignties,” in Indigenous Experience Today, edited by Marisol de La
Cadena and Orin Starn (2007)

VOCABULARY
● Migration is the movement of people away from their place of usual

residence, either across an international border or within a country (adapted
from IOM definition). Related terms include migrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers (read more about the difference here).

● Displacement is when people are forced to flee from or leave their homes as
a result of violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made
disasters (adapted from IOM definition).

● Homeland is the native land of a person or group of people (adapted from
Oxford Dictionary)

● The term Indigenous describes any group of people native to a specific
region. It refers to people who lived there before colonists or settlers arrived,
defined new borders, and began to occupy the land. (Taken from Healthline)

● Colonization is the action or process of settling among and establishing
control over the indigenous people of an area (Oxford Dictionary). It is a
practice of domination, which involves the subjugation of one people [by]
another (American University).

PRE-ACTIVITY
Discuss: What communities do you (or your family) belong to or identify with? What
is it that connects you to them?
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https://www.sfu.ca/~decaste/OISE/page2/files/HaigBrownDecolonizing.pdf
https://www.sfu.ca/~decaste/OISE/page2/files/HaigBrownDecolonizing.pdf
https://people.ucsc.edu/~jcliff/PUBS/Clifford-Varieties%20of%20Indigenous%20Experience.pdf
https://people.ucsc.edu/~jcliff/PUBS/Clifford-Varieties%20of%20Indigenous%20Experience.pdf
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms#Displacement
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/explainer/migration
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms#Displacement
https://www.healthline.com/health/what-does-indigenous-mean#vs-aboriginal
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/colonization
https://subjectguides.library.american.edu/c.php?g=1025915&p=7749710
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PART ONE: INTRODUCTION TO DIASPORAS
Central Question: What is a diaspora?

● Watch Melissa Siegal, Diaspora: Origins, Evolution and Engagement (2021,
video)

○ Historic definitions and etymology: 0:00-2:22
○ Institutional definitions: 3:12-4:14

● Explore Robert K. Nelson et. al., “Foreign-Born Population, 1850-2010,”
American Panorama, ed. Robert K. Nelson and Edward L. Ayers

● Explore James Gregory, “Mapping the Great Migration,” America’s Great
Migrations Project

Central idea: More than just people travel
● Writing prompt: If you were moving to another country, not knowing when

you might return, what would you bring with you? What might come with you
that’s not a physical object?

● Discuss: If the whole class were to move somewhere together, what would
travel with them? (think: certain classroom rituals, practices, games, etc).
Similarly, what might travel with other groups beyond material objects?

● Explore Mariah Rose Dahl and Chisara Nicholls, “Music: A Journey of the
African Diaspora” Gendered Middle Passages (map)

○ From the project description: “Music is a tool through which women in
the Black Diaspora express their hopes and dreams. It is important to
celebrate the agency that women have in their struggles through
appreciation of their creative expression. In this project, we have
selected several literary and musical pieces which we felt properly
epitomized these women. This site also includes a map outlining the
origins of the music played and narratives of women’s journeys along
that route.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awPKGBzCcXY
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/foreignborn/#decade=1850&county=G0600290
https://depts.washington.edu/moving1/map_black_migration.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?hl=en&ie=UTF8&t=h&msa=0&ll=4.915833000000049%2C-59.765625&spn=104.331837%2C149.414063&z=2&source=embed&mid=1YS1uMuzklWNykqsXi40juaL8T7A
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?hl=en&ie=UTF8&t=h&msa=0&ll=4.915833000000049%2C-59.765625&spn=104.331837%2C149.414063&z=2&source=embed&mid=1YS1uMuzklWNykqsXi40juaL8T7A
https://www.albany.edu/faculty/jhobson/middle_passages/music/project.html


THE SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
FORCED MIGRATION
A Multi-Media Educational Tool Summer 2021

○ In the map sidebar, click on the musical types and pieces to see where
they originated and where they traveled.

● Browse Naima Nader, “Food and Migration: Community, Diaspora and
Politics,” Selective Bibliography of Forced Migration, Winter 2021

○ Read the introductory paragraphs, “Identity in Diaspora,” and at least
one other resource of your choice

● Skim “IOM interactive map will connect migrants with diaspora support,”
International Organization for Migration, 14 April, 2021

○ View the resource here: “Organizaciones de la diáspora de América
Central y México,”

○ Filter resources by country of origin, and click the dots on the map to
learn more about each organization. Please note that this resource is in
Spanish and students may need to use Google translate.

● Given what you have explored and learned about diasporas, translate the
following definition into your own words:

“Belonging to a diaspora entails a consciousness of, or emotional attachment
to, commonly claimed origins and cultural attributes associated with them.
Such origins and attributes may emphasize ethno-linguistic, regional,
religious, national, or other features. Concerns for homeland developments
and the plight of co-diaspora members in other parts of the world flow from
this consciousness and emotional attachment… Just ‘how ethnic’ one is does
not affect whether and to what extent someone might feel themselves part of
a diaspora.” read more here: Steven Vertovec, “The Political Importance of
Diasporas,” Migration Policy Institute (2005)

Image source:
migrationdataportal.org
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http://forcedmigrationbib.vassarspaces.net/borders-and-migration/#food-and-migration
http://forcedmigrationbib.vassarspaces.net/borders-and-migration/#food-and-migration
https://programamesoamerica.iom.int/en/news/interactive-diaspora-map
https://iom.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/interactivelegend/index.html?appid=640084b2d755474f859dbb5f7482559d
https://iom.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/interactivelegend/index.html?appid=640084b2d755474f859dbb5f7482559d
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/political-importance-diasporas
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/political-importance-diasporas
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/diasporas
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PART TWO: DIASPORAS- THINKING CRITICALLY
Central idea: Forced migration drives diasporas

● Discuss: Why do so many people move away from their homeland? Do they
always have a choice? What would make you leave your homeland?

○ Watch: Paul Salopek, Definitions in the Field: Diaspora, National
Geographic Society (video)

○ Go back to the Great Migration map: Who left the South and why?
■ Read: “Exploring the Great Migration,” Mount Holyoke, 2019

○ Go back to the US interactive map: Who does this map not represent?
■ Read the first three paragraphs of Glenn Chambers, “The

Transatlantic Slave Trade and Origins of the African Diaspora in
Texas,” Texas A & M University

○ Read the following excerpt from Maggie O’Neill, “Global Refugees:
Forced Migration, Diaspora and Belonging,” University of Huddersfield
Press (2004)

■ Read from Abdul Karim Atife, “Who Am I?” (p 12) to the end of
the quote on p 13.

■ This article is about research O’Neill conducted along with
Bosnian and Afghan refugees and asylum seekers who live in the
UK. It documents the experiences of people in these refugee
diasporas through poems, art pieces, and interviews (and hefty
analysis).

● Summarize: Oftentimes, diasporas come into being due to devastating
events, such as war, climate disasters, extreme economic hardship, and
colonization. Examples included here are the Great Migration, the
Transatlantic Slave Trade, and the War in Afghanistan. Another example is the
situation of the Sahrawi people from Western Sahara, Africa.
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/video/definitions-field-diaspora/
https://depts.washington.edu/moving1/map_black_migration.shtml
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/media/exploring-great-migration
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/foreignborn/#decade=1850&county=G0600290
https://www.pvamu.edu/tiphc/research-projects/the-diaspora-coming-to-texas/the-transatlantic-slave-trade-and-origins-of-the-african-diaspora-in-texas/
https://www.pvamu.edu/tiphc/research-projects/the-diaspora-coming-to-texas/the-transatlantic-slave-trade-and-origins-of-the-african-diaspora-in-texas/
https://www.pvamu.edu/tiphc/research-projects/the-diaspora-coming-to-texas/the-transatlantic-slave-trade-and-origins-of-the-african-diaspora-in-texas/
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/58255.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/58255.pdf
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PART THREE: WESTERN SAHARA (EXTENSION/APPLICATION ACTIVITY)

Image source: The Saharawi people of
Western Sahara are still waiting for a
homeland.

A large province on the western coast of
Africa, Western Sahara (WS) has been
subjected to foreign occupation from 1884
to the present day; colonized first by Spain
and ever since 1975, Morocco. For the past
45 years, Morocco has maintained violent
control over WS: its land, natural resources,
and indigenous people, the Sahrawis.

Morocco’s initial invasion of the land displaced thousands of Sahrawis who remain
exiled in refugee camps or have since migrated to other countries (such as Spain).
Sahrawis who remained in WS regularly endure stifling surveillance, unlawful
imprisonment, and police brutality.

*Some of the following sources contain direct references to violence and human
rights abuses. It is recommended that the instructor preview materials where noted
to determine if they are appropriate for their specific class.

● Read: Miriam Rovin, “Natural Resources and the Conflict Over Western
Sahara,” Flyer (2021)

○ Focus on “Context” and  “Fast Facts” (read the rest if interested!)
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https://geographical.co.uk/people/the-refugee-crisis/item/3731-the-saharawi-people-of-western-sahara-are-still-waiting-for-a-homeland-tensions-are-now-rising-among-the-young
https://geographical.co.uk/people/the-refugee-crisis/item/3731-the-saharawi-people-of-western-sahara-are-still-waiting-for-a-homeland-tensions-are-now-rising-among-the-young
https://geographical.co.uk/people/the-refugee-crisis/item/3731-the-saharawi-people-of-western-sahara-are-still-waiting-for-a-homeland-tensions-are-now-rising-among-the-young
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● Watch: Life Is Waiting: Referendum and Resistance in Western Sahara (2015)
directed by Iara Lee

○ Recommended: historic overview 0:00-3:07
○ *Instructor preview encouraged

● Read: Steven Zunes, “The Last Colony: Beyond Dominant Narratives on the
Western Sahara Roundtable” Jadaliyya, June 3, 2013

○ Focus on “Civil Resistance in the Occupied Territory,” however the
whole article is recommended to develop a deeper understanding of
the conflict

As Zunes explains, Morocco’s control over WS is challenged daily by the efforts of
Sahrawi civilians and activists. Activism is something that deeply unites the Sahrawi
diaspora, and resistance to the illegal occupation of their land has become vastly
intertwined with their identity as a people. Search for further evidence of this in the
following activity:

With a partner, explore one event, person, or project from at least two locations and
write down 3 things you learned, 2 questions you are left with, and 1 thing you found
interesting or enjoyed.

Refugee Camps, Algeria
● The annual Sahara Marathon has taken place for the past 20 years and brings

together runners from around the world to raise awareness about the conflict
in Western Sahara. Primarily, it is a demonstration of solidarity with the
Sahrawi people and aims to highlight their stories so that they are never
forgotten. Explore the website here:

○ “Sahara Marathon”
● Sahrawi music is both a historic and widespread means of expressing

resistance within the refugee camps (and beyond). Explore the following
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https://culturesofresistancefilms.com/western-sahara
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/28717/The-Last-Colony-Beyond-Dominant-Narratives-on-the-Western-Sahara-Roundtable
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/28717/The-Last-Colony-Beyond-Dominant-Narratives-on-the-Western-Sahara-Roundtable
http://www.saharamarathon.org/en/home-en/
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overview of Sahrawi musicians in exile and learn more about the roots of
Sahrawi music:

○ Violeta Ruano, “Saharawi music,” Sandblast Arts
● Founded by artist Mohamed Sulaiman Labat in the Smara Camp, MOTIF Art

Studio and Workshop aims to connect art with movements for Sahrawi self
determination and rights. Read more about Labat and the project in the
following sources:

○ “Recent blog about Mohamed,” Motif, April 15, 2016
○ “Western Sahara: Motif” Arts Action Group

Occupied Zone, Western Sahara
● Aminatou Haidar is a widely known nonviolent human rights activist from

Western Sahara who has been called the “Sahrawi Gandhi.” Read more about
her life and work here:

○ “Aminatou Haidar” Right Livelihood, (2019)
● Frequent protests are coordinated by a large network of activists that spans

all major occupied cities across Western Sahara. Women play a central role in
this (as well as many other) methods of resistance. Read more here:

○ Erica Vasquez, “Living Under Occupation in the Western Sahara:
Women, Resistance and Self- Determination,” Georgetown Institute for
Women, Peace and Security (2014): read pg 17-19, “Closely-knit
Network of Activists: Communication, Press, and Media”

○ *Instructor preview encouraged
● In specific cases, a period of sustained protest and uprising is called an

“Intifada,” which is Arabic for “to shake off.” While this term is most commonly
associated with the major uprisings in occupied Palestine, the Western
Sahara has also been home to two Intifadas. Explore how one organization
classified and documented the Second Sahrawi Intifada here:

○ “Sahrawis campaign for independence in the second intifada, Western
Sahara, 2005-2008,” Global Nonviolent Action Database
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http://www.sandblast-arts.org/saharawi-music.html
https://motifworld.wordpress.com/recent-blog-about-mohamed/
https://www.artsaction.org/western-sahara-motif.html
https://rightlivelihood.org/the-change-makers/find-a-laureate/aminatou-haidar/
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Vasquez-Western-Sahara.pdf
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Vasquez-Western-Sahara.pdf
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/sahrawis-campaign-independence-second-intifada-western-sahara-2005-2008
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/sahrawis-campaign-independence-second-intifada-western-sahara-2005-2008
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Madrid, Spain
● During the course of Morocco’s occupation, many Sahrawi people have left

Western Sahara to live in Spain. As such, protests in support of Sahrawi
independence occur often in the streets of Madrid. Read about the most
recent (as of June 2021) here:

○ “Spain: Hundreds march in support of Sahrawi people’s right to
self-determination,” Sahara Press Service, June 19, 2021

● Technology has the potential to maintain connections between people across
time and space. The following article explores the effects of social media on
connections within the Sahrawi diaspora, with a focus on Sahrawi women
living in Spain:

○ (Advanced text) Silvia Almenara-Niebla and Carmen Ascanio-Sánchez,
“Connected Sahrawi refugee diaspora in Spain: Gender, social media
and transnational gossip,” European Journal of Cultural Studies,
September 9, 2019

■ Recommended reading: Abstract (p.768) Sahrawi Women in
Spain and Transnational Gossip (p.773-775)

FINAL DISCUSSION
● As a class, go through the different locations and share about your sources: 3

things you learned, 2 questions you are left with, and 1 thing you found
interesting or enjoyed.

● How are the Sahrawi people a diaspora?
● Drawing from the sources you viewed and the class conversations, what

connects the Sahrawi people to WS and to each other? How does it show up
in their actions and daily lives?
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https://www.spsrasd.info/news/en/articles/2021/06/19/33895.html
https://www.spsrasd.info/news/en/articles/2021/06/19/33895.html
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1367549419869357
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1367549419869357

