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From “US Mexico Border: The ‘Sidewalk School’ teaching migrant children.”

FRAMING: WHAT IS IT LIKE TO GO TO SCHOOL AT THE US-MEXICO BORDER?

Consider the following three sources. Each source takes a different approach to
answering the question: What is it like to go to school at the US-Mexico border?
Choose one source to spend some time with. Take notes as you read or watch.
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https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/4/14/us-mexico-border-the-sidewalk-school-teaching-migrant-children
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Dylan Baddour, “US Mexico Border: The ‘Sidewalk School’ teaching migrant
children”, Aljazeera, 14 April 2020

“US Border Wall SeeSaw”, The Guardian via Youtube, 30 July 2019

Charlotte West, “Thousands of students cross the U.S.-Mexico border everyday to
go to college”The Hechinger Report

Discussion Questions:
● What characteristics or materials are necessary for a school?
● What characteristics of a “school” are present and absent in these examples

of schooling along the US-Mexico border?
● Define the term “sidewalk school” in this context? Consider and record quotes

from the article which help you understand the meaning.
● How do the challenges of school change in higher education (college)? How

does required mobility both positively and negatively affect students?
● What questions do you still have about education at the US-Mexico border?

What inferences can you make from these sources? Where might you begin
your search to answer these questions?

BACKGROUND ON THE BORDER

Consider the following three sources. The first article explores ongoing and
historical divisions between U.S. views and practices at the US-Mexico border. It was
written in February 2019 and focuses on controversial immigration policies put in
place by former president Trump. Multiple reading levels are available for the article.
The following sources are videos which take a closer look at the history of U.S.
immigration policy as well as the idea and reality of a US-Mexico Border.

Brian McGrath, “Border Fight”, Time for Kids, February 19, 2019

“U.S. Immigration: Let’s Talk” , National Public Radio, May 24, 2018 (video)

“How Walls Ended Up Along the U.S. Mexico-Border” , New York Times, July 25, 2019
(video)
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https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/4/14/us-mexico-border-the-sidewalk-school-teaching-migrant-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/4/14/us-mexico-border-the-sidewalk-school-teaching-migrant-children
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wzco5geQFo
https://hechingerreport.org/thousands-of-students-cross-the-southern-border-every-day-to-go-to-college/
https://hechingerreport.org/thousands-of-students-cross-the-southern-border-every-day-to-go-to-college/
https://www.timeforkids.com/g34/border-fight/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9zf8hkCqIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxbXhSAia_o
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RECOMMENDED READING

These four books all explore life as an immigrant young adult/teen. The first and last
books, both written by women, are of high school and of discovering the realities and
repercussions of life in an undocumented family. The middle two novels both explore
life living along the US-Mexico border and that can be involved in crossing it.

Diane Guerrero and Erica Moroz, My Family Divided: One Girl’s Journey of Home,
Loss, and Hope, 2019

● “Before wowing audiences as Lina on Jane the Virgin; and before her
incredible activism on immigration reform, Diance Guerrero was a young girl
living in Boston. One day, while Guerrero was at school, her undocumented
immigrant parents were taken from their home, detained, and deported.
Guerrero’s life, which had been full of support of a loving family was turned
upside down.” via Goodreads

● Age 11 and up
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https://www.worldcat.org/title/my-family-divided-one-girls-journey-of-home-loss-and-hope/oclc/1045192558&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/my-family-divided-one-girls-journey-of-home-loss-and-hope/oclc/1045192558&referer=brief_results
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35795912-my-family-divided?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=U8gNiiwFf2&rank=2
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Tony Johnston, Beast Rider, 2019
● “Twelve-year-old Manuel leaves his small town in Mexico to join his older

brother in Los Angeles. To cross the US border, he must become a ‘beast
rider’–someone who hops on a train. The first time he tries, he is stopped by
the Mexican police, who arrest and beat him. When he tries again… Thrilling
and heartfelt, Beast Rider is a coming-of-age story that reveals how a place
and its people help define you.” via Goodreads

● Ages 12 and up

David Bowles, They Call Me Güero: A Border Kid’s Poems, 2018
● “Twelve-year-old Güero is Mexican American, at home with Spanish or English

and on both sides of the river. He’s starting 7th grade with a woke English
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https://www.worldcat.org/title/beast-rider-a-boys-journey-beyond-the-border/oclc/1052905399&referer=brief_results
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41104098-beast-rider?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=iqtsjmlbqK&rank=2
https://www.worldcat.org/title/they-call-me-guero/oclc/1157459739&referer=brief_results
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teacher who knows how to make poetry cool. […] Life is tough for a border kid,
but Güero has figured out how to cope. He writes poetry.” via Goodreads

● Ages 11 and up

Sara Saedi, Americanized: Rebel Without A Greencard, 2019
● “At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a terrible

family secret: she was breaking the law simply by living in the United States.
Only two years old when her parents fled Iran, she didn’t learn of her
undocumented status until her older sister wanted to apply for an after-school
job, but couldn’t because she didn’t have a social security number.” via
Goodreads

● Ages 14 and up

EDUCATOR LED ACTIVITIES FOR FURTHER ENGAGEMENT

Veronica Boix Mansilla and Project Zero, “Step In-Step Out-Step Back,” In “Global
Thinking Toolkit,” Harvard School of Education, 2017

This activity is from Project Zero at the Harvard School of Education. “Step In-Step
Out-Step Back” was included in a “Global Thinking Routines Toolkit” aimed at
jumpstarting global perspectives to education and offer thinking routines which can
aid students or any learners. This activity can be used in many situations and is by no
means limited to discussion of migration. However this activity can be used in
conjunction with any of the recommended reading or other sources throughout this
section. It is a simple exercise but one which in its simplicity can be replicated
throughout one’s formal and informal education.

“What kind of global thinking does this routine encourage? This routine invites
learners to take other people’s perspectives e.g. religious, linguistic, cultural, class,
generational; recognize that understanding others is an ongoing, often uncertain
process; and understand that our efforts to take perspective can reveal as much
about ourselves as they can about the people we are seeking to understand.” (12)

● “Choose: Identify a person or agent in the situation you are examining
● “Step In: Given what you see and know at this time, what do you think this

person might feel, believe, know, or experience?
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https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/39897377-they-call-me-g-ero
https://www.worldcat.org/title/americanized-rebel-without-a-green-card/oclc/1049810839&referer=brief_results
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30309366-americanized?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=WbnUxUECCe&rank=2
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Global%20Thinking%20for%20ISV%202017%2006%2023_CreativeCommonsLicense.pdf
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/
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● “Step Out: What else would you like to or need to learn to understand this
person’s perspective better?

● “Step Back: Given your exploration of this perspective so far, what do you
notice about your own perspective and what it takes to take somebody else’s
[perspective]?” (11)

Building a Vocabulary Set
● Work collaboratively or individually to start building a vocabulary set on the

US-Mexico Border. Use articles and sources to discover, define, and
contextualize vocabulary words. Picking the right vocabulary words is tricky.
Try beginning with words you don’t know from sources within this section or
those that play a central role in a source’s argument. After completing your
definitions, consider comparing and contrasting them to those from
dictionaries. Try comparing them to a variety of dictionaries. Reflect on what
information you think would strengthen your or the dictionary’s definitions?

● Suggested vocabulary words (Ages: 11-15+): migrant, refugee, asylum,
border/borderlands, sidewalk school, transborder community, citizenship,
asylum, xenophobia, memoir, primary source, etc.

ADDITIONAL SYLLABI AND MORE RESOURCES FOR EDUCATORS

The goals of this section are to explore educational foundations laid on two levels.
The first level, as these sources and activities suggest, is the establishment of a
more comprehensive understanding of the US-Mexico Border in U.S. classrooms.
The activities, sources, and vocabulary in this section is friendly for young adults but
there is by no means a cap to the knowledge and background collected. US-Mexico
border policies, violences, and lore create a seemingly stable image of a border
which when discussed, remains brief and lacks nuance. But what is even scarcer is
critical border discussions of constructions of and experiences at the US-Mexico
border.

The second level I explore is best described by David Perkins, author of Future Wise:
Educating Our Children for a Changing World and co-founder of Project Zero at the
Harvard School of Education. In his book, Perkins calls educators and all involved in
curriculum building to move, “beyond regional perspectives,” and toward, “global
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https://www.worldcat.org/title/future-wise/oclc/1037099185&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/future-wise/oclc/1037099185&referer=brief_results
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/


THE SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
FORCED MIGRATION
A Multi-Media Educational Tool Winter  2021

perspectives, problems, and studies.” While Future Wise feels like something
between a call to action peppered with practical exercises and a standard manifesto,
the writing and tools coming out of Project Zero such as their “Global Thinking
Toolkit” (cited earlier) are where true strides take place. This toolkit draws attention
to the concept of global competence, an invaluable skill to future and current
learners. “Global competence focuses on issues of global significance and action to
improve conditions, learning must be visibly relevant to students and the world.
When significance is considered, global competence curricula becomes a call or
authenticity, for carefully looking to the contemporary world for topics that matter
most to examine.”(4)  To set relevance, significance, and authenticity as the goals of
this section are lofty ones but through a critical analysis of the US-Mexico border
students can begin to ground themselves in a more authentic history and present.

Below are more resources which have provided inspiration for the formatting and
goals of this section. They also are a place to begin further exploration into what it
might mean to build a curriculum with the goal of global competence.

“Study Guide: How separating children from parents became U.S. government
policy,” PBS NewsHour Extra.

“Teaching About Immigration,” Social Justice Books.

“Teaching Materials,” Zinn Education Project.
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/daily-videos/study-guide-how-separating-families-became-official-u-s-government-policy/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/daily-videos/study-guide-how-separating-families-became-official-u-s-government-policy/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/immigration/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials

