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An interactive, discussion-based lesson plan spanning 1-2 class sessions for high
schoolers, adapted from “Learn to Listen, Listen to Learn,” Facing History &
Ourselves.

In their research article Moving beyond Marcuse: Gentrification, displacement and
the violence of un-homing, authors Adam Elliott-Cooper, Phil Hubbard, and Loretta
Lees argue that “while gentrification can prompt processes of eviction, expulsion
and exclusion operating at different scales and speeds, it always ruptures the
connection between people and place.” Gentrification is a diverse and complicated
process that manifests itself differently throughout urban areas. As the Uprooted
Project from The University of Texas at Austin explains, “the term gentrification is
usually traced back to its first use in London in the 1950s and 1960s to describe the
influx of a new “gentry” into low-income neighborhoods. More recently, a Brookings
report included this definition: ‘…the process by which higher income households
displace low income residents of a neighborhood, changing the essential
character…of that neighborhood.’” While this phenomenon may appear and its
effects manifest at different paces, the reality is that in many cities around the
globe, gentrification means that residents who have historical roots in the area are
forcibly pushed out in favor of higher-income residents.

This section aims to introduce high school students to the concept of gentrification
(mainly as it occurs in North America), help students understand the role
gentrification plays in inducing and exacerbating forced displacement, allow for
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discussions on possible effects of gentrification including through a specific case
study, and provide a space for them to collectively brainstorm next steps.

AN INTRODUCTION TO GENTRIFICATION: DEFINING AND UNDERSTANDING

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY: STUDENTS WRITE IN JOURNALS
Gentrification is a common term in today’s society, and as time passes, has
developed into a term with multiple definitions and meanings. When perusing these
sources, keep in mind that gentrification is a complex process that has varied
cultural, economic, social, and other implications. After reading and/or watching the
sources within this section, with the discussion questions in mind, take a few
minutes to jot down some thoughts in your journals about the topic of gentrification
and what your definition/understanding of it implies. Feel free to highlight or take
away quotes that you feel are especially relevant.

Read: Gentrification Explained, UC Berkeley Urban Displacement Project, 2021
● Watch (optional): Gentrification Explained (2017), UC Berkeley Urban

Displacement Project via YouTube (video)
● What are the three things to consider when thinking about gentrification?

Why might they be important?
Read: Jana Pohorelsky, “Gentrification Without Displacement? A Cautionary Tale
from Brooklyn to Detroit,” Kennedy School Review, July 22, 2019

● Read Introduction & Section titled “Defining Gentrification: A History”
● Why might gentrification have the word “gentry” as a root?

Read: Gillian B. White, “The G Word: Gentrification and Its Many Meanings,” The
Atlantic, May 25, 2015

● Why might some people think about the word “gentrification” differently?
What definition do you think is most apt?

GENTRIFICATION AND FORCED DISPLACEMENT: INTERTWINED

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY: STUDENTS SHARE AND LISTEN IN SMALL GROUPS
The Uprooted Project, an initiative aiming to “prevent forced displacement in
gentrified neighborhoods,” argues that “there is no consensus on what
gentrification is or even whether it is good or bad. But any reasonable person should
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be able to recognize that displacement is a matter of concern.” As Jana Pohorelsky
explains in her article “Gentrification Without Displacement? A Cautionary Tale from
Brooklyn to Detroit,” “displacement resulting from gentrification can take
devastating forms: from cultural alienation to eviction, and violence.” Gentrification
may not necessarily result in displacement, but when it does, the effects are often
severe. In addition, some communities may suffer from issues outside of what we
may typically consider “forced displacement,” such as cultural displacement and
indirect displacement. Split into small groups of four to five students, and share
what you have learned and written about in your journals so far regarding your own
definition of gentrification. Focus on sharing your personal reactions to the source
material. Then, take time to read the following articles together as a group. Discuss
afterward for five to ten minutes; this is a space to share your thoughts and
understand each others’ viewpoints. How might your understanding of gentrification
have changed?

Read: Jana Pohorelesky, “Gentrification Without Displacement? A Cautionary Tale
from Brooklyn to Detroit,” Kennedy School Review, July 22, 2019

● Read section titled “But First: Defining Displacement”
● What do you think this resident living in a gentrified community meant when

they said, “It feels strange, like I’m not displaced but I am somehow”?
Read: El’gin Avila, Beyond coffee and condos: Black and brown families displaced
and erased, Environmental Health News, January 29, 2020

● “Gentrification isn’t necessarily the issue; the displacement and pervasive
erasure of long-time residents, their culture, and their exclusion from the
decision-making processes of their community is the issue.”

● What do you think Avila means when they say that “Gentrification isn’t
necessarily the issue”? Is that a literal quote? What might that imply about the
role that displacement plays in gentrified communities?

Read: Background: Gentrification and Displacement, The Uprooted Project, 2021
● Read section entitled “Understanding displacement”
● What are the different types of displacement as described in this section?

How might some challenge your understanding of how gentrification can lead
to forcible displacement?
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ON THE EFFECTS OF DISPLACEMENT

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY: STUDENTS CRITICALLY READ TOGETHER
Forced displacement and gentrification are not synonymous in every situation, but
they are in many cases intertwined with each other. The following sources will
provide a better understanding of the lasting effects that displacement can cause,
as well as possible negative health effects and disproportionate targeting of
low-income women and families. Take thirty minutes to peruse the following
sources. You can read independently but stay in your groups of four to five. Ask
questions if anything is unclear, and help your group members out in understanding
and thinking critically about what the effects of forced displacement due to
gentrification may imply about who it benefits and who it harms.

Watch: “Pushed Out: Displacement Today and Lasting Impacts” (2017), UC Berkeley
Urban Displacement Project via YouTube (video) OR skim: “Gentrification and
Displacement: Impact,” City Rising Clip (Season 1 Ep 1) (2017), PBS (video)

● Discussion Question: What are some examples of how displacement can vary
across place and time?

Read: “The Other Side of Gentrification: Health Effects of Displacement,”
International Making Cities Livable, 2021

● Read paragraphs 1-4
● Why might gentrification in already established communities lead to negative

health effects?
Read: Guardian Readers and Francesca Perry, “We are building our way to hell’: tales
of gentrification around the world,” The Guardian, October 5, 2016

● What do these tales have in common? What do they tell us about
gentrification specifically as “forced” displacement?

Skim: “Examining Impact of Gentrification and Displacement on Low-Income
Women and Families in East Brooklyn,” SIPA School of International and Public
Affairs, Spring 2020

● Read pages 12-21, Advanced: feel free to skim parts that may be interesting
● What does the “Background and Historical Context” section tell you about

gentrification? Are there historical roots to this phenomenon? What was the
unified claim that interviewees made
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regarding gentrification and displacement, especially regarding “women,
families, and people of color”?

CASE STUDY: THE OLYMPICS – HOW STADIUMS ARE BUILT AND WHO THEY
DISPLACE

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY: SMALL GROUPS PRESENT
The Olympics have often been hailed as international successes celebrating the
best of humanity. While they are certainly extraordinary displays of the human body,
they are also a reminder that in the face of power and money, gentrification and
subsequent forced displacement are common, accepted occurrences, and tied to
oppressive, systemic and often colonial industries around the world. These sources
aim to shed light on the Olympics as an example of global gentrification and
highlight the mass forced displacement it causes. Remain in your groups of four to
five, and after reading/watching these sources individually, begin a fifteen minute
open discussion based on any discussion questions you have brainstormed. Stay
respectful of each other. At the end of your discussion, make sure to come up with
two or three main takeaways relating either to the case study or to previous sections
of the lesson that your group would like to share with the class.

Read: Dave Zirin and Jules Boykoff, “These Women Have Lost Their Homes to the
Olympics in Tokyo—Twice,” The Nation, July 23, 2019

● What is the significance of these women being forcibly displaced twice for
the same reason? How does that make you feel?

Skim: Brian Mier, “Gentrifying Rio,” NACLA, August 15, 2016
● How might arts-led gentrification seem more palatable to the everyday

person? Why do urban planners avoid explicitly using the term
“gentrification”?

Watch: “When Olympic Host Cities Target Public Housing w/ Jules Boykoff” (2021),
The Majority Report via Youtube (video)

● “These games are not going into places where there are no people.”
● Why is public housing often targeted and its residents forcibly displaced?

What does this suggest about the effects of gentrification in terms of class
and power?
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WHAT NEXT? COMMUNITY ACTIONS, PREVENTATIVE MEASURES, AND OTHER
NEXT STEPS

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY: STUDENTS REVISIT JOURNALS
Reread the journal entry you jotted down at the beginning of this lesson. Think
about how your opinions have changed, strengthened, or become more nuanced.
Use the sources below to help you explore current pushback and solutions to
gentrification and forced displacement as well as brainstorm next steps or ideas
that you think might be useful in helping combat current displacement crises moving
forward. What questions might you have? How do you feel after this lesson about
gentrification and forced displacement? Feel free to write it all down.

Skim: “Gentrification, Greenwashing, and the “Games”: Diary of the First
Anti-Olympic Summit in Tokyo,” NolympicsLA, May 27, 2020

● What do you think inspired these organizers to protest the games? What
questions would you ask them?

Explore: Christie Jia Wen Carrière, History of the Chinatown Anti-Displacement
Garden, Mayworks, 2021

● “We consider this act of taking care of space as one of the small pieces of
resistance against local gentrification.”

● Explore unpruned tomato vines, a digital exhibition based in Toronto resisting
forced displacement through community efforts and collective mobilization

● Why do you think these authors chose to use a digital exhibition to display
their work? What is the significance of the anti-displacement garden in
Chinatown?

Image: Chinatown, Toronto, Mayworks (2021)
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Read: Les Carpenter, “Real-life’ house from Up is something to believe in – until it
gets torn down,” The Guardian, July 9, 2015

● What do you think this house symbolizes? How does it make you feel?
Explore: Chris Bousquet, Where is Gentrification Happening in Your City?,
Data-Smart City Solutions, June 5, 2017

● “Using Mapping to Understand Gentrification and Prevent Displacement.”
● What do you think the significance of preventative mapping might be? How

might this be used to prevent future displacement?
Skim: “How American cities are handling neighborhood change, gentrification and
displacement,” The Kinder Institute for Urban Research, September 23, 2019

● Which policy or choice stood out most to you? Why? What do you think is the
best decision(s) to prevent forced displacement moving forward?
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