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The United States Prison System is one of the largest systems of forced migration
and displacement in the world, targeting hundreds of thousands of African American
and Latinx  individuals. The European Union defines a forced migrant as “A person
subject to a migratory movement in which an element of coercion exists, including
threats to life and livelihood, whether arising from natural or man-made causes.”
When a person is arrested and sent to prison, they are trafficked, sometimes
thousands of miles out of their community by correctional officers who threaten to
shoot and kill them if they do not cooperate. You may not think of those who are
incarcerated as forced migrants, but does it make a difference if a person is forced
out of their homes and community by a correctional officer, political unrest, or a
natural disaster? The forced migration of inmates leads to higher health problems in
the prison population, puts a strain on families, and disrupts the communities where
those who are incarcerated come from, mirroring the challenges introduced by other
forced migrations.

This bibliography section aims to facilitate novel discourse on mass incarceration
and forced migration to show that the United States prison system is one of forced
migration. To do this, the bibliography compares the similar effects that the prison
system and immigrant deportation and detention have on individual and family
healthcare, family finances and cohesion, and community trust and prosperity in the
United States.
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EFFECT OF THE PRISON SYSTEM ON INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY HEALTH

James C. Thomas and Elizabeth Torrone, “Incarceration as Forced Migration: Effects
on Selected Community Health Outcomes,” American Journal of Public Health (July
2008)

● Research paper on the rate of sexually transmitted infections for those who
are incarcerated in North Carolina and its similarity to the rate of sexually
transmitted infections for forced migrants.

Leila Morsy and Richard Rothstein, “Mass Incarceration and Children’s Outcomes,”
Economic Policy Institute, December 15, 2016

● Article on the health problems introduced because of stress, lack of support,
and other related issues for the children of those who are incarcerated.

Jim Anderson, “Health Impacts of Immigrant Deportation in the United States,”
Clinical Advisor, July 25, 2019

● Article on the health problems introduced by stress, fear, and other related
issues for children who are forced migrants or the child of a parent who is a
forced migrant.

EFFECT OF THE PRISON SYSTEM ON FAMILY FINANCE

Time is Money (2014), directed by Eleanor Bell with Daniel Wagner
● Documentary on the ways in which private vendors and correctional facilities

profit off of those who are incarcerated, at the expense of their family
members.

Julia Preston and Andrew Calderon, “‘We sit in disbelief’: the anguish of families torn
apart under Trump’s deportation policy,” The Guardian, June 22, 2020

● Article on several families who have been financially debilitated because of
deportation.

EFFECT OF THE PRISON SYSTEM ON FAMILY COHESION

Shaila Dewan, “Family Separation: It’s a Problem for U.S. Citizens, Too,” The New
York Times, June 22, 2018

● Article on the similarity between the impact of family separation from
incarceration and deportation.
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1586123/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1586123/
https://www.epi.org/publication/mass-incarceration-and-childrens-outcomes/
https://www.clinicaladvisor.com/home/the-waiting-room/health-impacts-of-immigrant-deportation-in-the-united-states/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=782&v=OiZj2wgbedg&feature=emb_logo
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/22/trump-deportation-policy-families-torn-apart
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/22/trump-deportation-policy-families-torn-apart
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/22/us/family-separation-americans-prison-jail.html
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Beatrix Lockwood and Nicole Lewis, “The Long Journey to Visit a Family Member in
Prison,” The Marshall Project, December 18th, 2019

● Story on the limitations a mother has visiting her son in prison because of the
distance that those who are incarcerated are trafficked.

Caitlin Patler and Nicholas Branic, “Patterns of Family Visitation During Immigration
Detention,” RSF: The Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social Sciences (July
2017)

● Research paper on the similarity between the rate of family visits to
immigrant detention centers and family visits to prisons.

EFFECT OF THE PRISON SYSTEM ON COMMUNITY ADVANTAGE AND TRUST

Tanya Golash-Boza, “The Parallels between Mass Incarceration and Mass
Deportation: An Intersectional Analysis of State Repression,” Race Talk, May 16,
2020

● Podcast on the similar effects that mass incarceration and mass deportation
have on black and brown individuals and communities.

Emily Von Hoffmann, “How Incarceration Infects a Community,” The Atlantic, March
6, 2015

● Article on the ways in which incarceration acts as a virus on the economy,
coherence, and health of a community.

Regina Day Langhout, Sara L. Buckingham, Ashmeet Kaur Oberoi, Noé Rubén
Chávez, Dana Rusch, Francesca Esposito, Yolanda Suarez-Balcazar, “The Effects of
Deportation on Families and Communities,” Society for Community Research and
Action

● Policy statement on the consequences of deportation on Latinx communities.
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https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/12/18/the-long-journey-to-visit-a-family-member-in-prison
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/12/18/the-long-journey-to-visit-a-family-member-in-prison
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7758/rsf.2017.3.4.02#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7758/rsf.2017.3.4.02#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parallels-between-mass-incarceration-mass-deportation/id1493555067?i=1000475132895
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parallels-between-mass-incarceration-mass-deportation/id1493555067?i=1000475132895
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2015/03/how-incarceration-infects-a-community/385967/
http://www.scra27.org/what-we-do/policy/policy-position-statements/effects-deportation-families/#_ftn2
http://www.scra27.org/what-we-do/policy/policy-position-statements/effects-deportation-families/#_ftn2

